Role of the intestinal epithelium in orchestrating innate and adaptive mucosal immunity.
The mucosa that lines the human colon and small intestine is a site of chronic regulated "physiologic" inflammation. This contrasts markedly with other mucosal sites in that if the numbers of T and B cells, eosinophils, mast cells, macrophages, and dendritic cells that are present in the human intestinal tract were to be present in other sites, those sites would be considered to be sites of chronic pathological inflammation. This review examines the role of the intestinal epithelium in the development of "physiologic" intestinal mucosal inflammation and focuses on its role in signalling and mediating host innate and adaptive mucosal immune responses.